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a A

First Illustrated Dictionary

aerial
a wire that sends out or picks 
up radio or television signals

aeroplane (plane)

a fl ying machine

affect
to make a change happen

afford
to be able to pay for

afraid
frightened; full of fear

afternoon
the time of the day between 
morning and evening

again
once more

against
1 on the opposite side to (in a 

game, for example)
2 next to and touching 

someone or something

age
how old you are

ago
in the past

agree

to think the same

aid
to help

aim
1 to point at
2 to try to do something

air
the gas that you breathe

airport

a place where planes land and 
take off

alarm
1 a warning bell or other 

sound
2 a sudden fright

alive
living; not dead

alive
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b B

big
large in size; the opposite of 
small

bill
1	 a piece of paper that shows 

how much money you owe
2	 the beak of a large bird

bin
a large container for putting 
rubbish in

bird

an animal with feathers and 
wings

birthday
the day of the year when a 
person was born

biscuit

a dry thin cake

bit
a small piece

bite
to cut something with the teeth

bitter
tasting sour; not sweet

black
the darkest colour; the opposite 
of white

blackbird

a kind of bird; the male has 
black feathers

blackboard
a dark board that you can write 
on with chalk

blade
the part of a tool that is used 
for cutting

blanket

a large warm covering, often 
made of wool

blaze
to burn with bright flames

big
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c C

can

a small sealed container made 
of metal

canal
a long narrow ditch fi lled with 
water for boats to use

candle

a stick of wax with a string in 
the middle, which is burned to 
give light

canoe (say ‘canoo’)
a light boat moved by using a 
paddle

cap
1 a soft hat with a fl at brim at 

the front only
2 a lid or cover

capacity
how much something holds

capital
1 the most important city or 

town
2 a large letter such as A

captain
1 the person who controls a 

plane or a ship
2 an offi cer of fairly high rank 

in the armed forces.
3 the leader of a team or 

group

car

a vehicle that can carry a small 
number of people

caravan
a small house on wheels, which 
can be pulled by a vehicle

card
1 a piece of stiff paper
2 a piece of card with a 

message and often a picture
3 one of a set of cards used for 

playing games

cardboard
strong thick paper

cardigan

a sweater with buttons in the 
front and no collar

cardigan
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f F

fF
face
1 the front part of the head
2 the front of an object
3 one side of a shape
4 to turn towards something

fact
something that is true

factory

a place where things are made 
by machines

fade
to lose colour; to get dimmer

fail
1 not to do something that 

you are expected to do
2 not to pass a test

faint
1 not clear; not easy to see
2 to lose your senses and to 

stop being conscious for a 
short time

fair

1 a market or a show that 
is held outside

2 light in colour; not dark
3 treating every person the 

same
4 neither good nor bad

fairground
an open area where fairs 
are held

fairy
an imaginary person, often 
tiny, who can use magic to do 
special things

faith
feeling sure about something; 
trusting somebody

faithful
true; to be trusted

fall
to drop; to come down; to 
move lower down

false
not true; not real

face
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f F

family

a group of people who are 
related (for example, a 
father, a mother and their 
child or children)

famine
being without food for 
a very long time

famous
well known because of what 
you have done

fan

1 an instrument that makes air 
move and keeps you cool

2 a person who is very 
interested in something or 
someone (for example, a 
football team)

far
not near; a long way away

fare
money paid for a journey

farm

land used for growing crops 
and keeping animals

farmer
a person who owns or looks 
after a farm

fast
very quick; speedy

fasten
to tie or join things together

fat
1 very big all round; not thin
2 the grease from animals 

and plants that is used 
for cooking

3 the greasy part of meat

father (daddy, dad)

a male parent

father
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h H

hH
hail
frozen rain

hair
a thread-like covering that 
grows on the head and body

hairdresser
a person who cuts and 
arranges hair

half

one of two equal parts 
of a thing

hall
1 a very large room where 

people meet
2 the room inside the front 

door of your home

hammer
a tool with a metal head used 
to hit nails (into wood, for 
example)

hamster

a small animal like a large 
mouse, often kept as a pet

hand
1 the part of the arm below 

the wrist
2 a pointer on a clock

handkerchief (hanky)

a small piece of cloth for wiping 
your nose on

handle
1 to touch with the hand
2 the part of something that 

you hold in your hand

handlebars
the part of a bicycle that you 
use to steer it

handy
useful

happen
to take place

hail
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m M

miserable
full of sadness

miss
not to see or fi nd

Miss
a title given to a woman or girl 
who is not married

mistake
something you have done 
that is wrong

mix
to put things together

mixture
things mixed together

mobile phone (mobile)

a phone that you can use 
almost anywhere

model
1 a small copy of something
2 a pattern to be followed
3 a person who displays 

clothes by wearing them

moment
a very short space of time

money
the coins and notes that 
you use when buying and 
selling things

monkey

an animal with a long tail; 
it has hands and feet a bit like 
ours

monster
a large frightening creature that 
you read about in stories

month
one of the 12 parts of the year

mood
the way you feel

moon

the round object that goes 
around the earth and can be 
seen in the sky at night

moon
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Numbers

Numbers

  1 	 one

  2 	 two 

  3 	 three

  4 	 four

  5 	 five

  6 	 six

  7 	 seven

  8 	 eight

  9 	 nine

10 	 ten

11 	 eleven

12 	 twelve

13 	 thirteen

14 	 fourteen

15 	 fifteen

16 	 sixteen

17 	 seventeen

18 	 eighteen

19 	 nineteen

20 	 twenty

21 	 twenty-one

  30 	thirty 

  40 	forty

  50 	fifty

  60 	sixty

  70 	seventy

  80 	eighty

  90 	ninety

100 	one hundred

101 	one hundred and one

200 	two hundred

1000  one thousand

10 000  ten thousand

100 000  �one hundred thousand

1 000 000  one million


