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“What’s wrong, Grandpa, why are you not reading the newspaper?” asked Gulli 

one morning.

“Oh dear, I broke my reading glasses, and I can’t read anything without them,” 

said Grandpa.

“Ah, don’t you worry, Grandpa. Let me go and get my box of things.” Gulli ran 

out fast, and came back with his little brown box. Clink, clonk, dadum-dum! 
What has he found at last?

“A bright and shining magnifying glass! If you care to look 

through it, everything will seem better and bigger,” said Gulli.

“Thank you, this is just fine. Now I can read each and 

every line,” said Grandpa.

Small things of different types and little value are called odds and ends. Do you collect odds 
and ends in a box or a bag? Do you show them to your friends and exchange things with them? 
Here’s a story about a little boy and his ‘box of things’. 

Warm Up

Gulli’s Box of Things
Anupama Ajinkya Apte
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	F.	Fill	in	the	blanks	with	the	correct	proper	nouns.

Proper	and	common	nouns
“What’s wrong, Grandpa, why are you not reading the newspaper?” asked Gulli.

One Sunday, he asked, “What is wrong, Mangal Chacha?”

“Use this funnel to pour the oil. The kitchen will remain clean.”

“Oh, I was mending a monkey cap, and the needle just fell off my lap!”

Grammar in Use

Common	noun Proper	noun

1. country Nepal, Bhutan, ___________________________________________

2. month ________________________________________________________

3. festival ________________________________________________________

4. mountain peak ________________________________________________________

5. river ________________________________________________________

6. language ________________________________________________________

7. city ________________________________________________________

8. day ________________________________________________________

The words in colour are naming words. Naming words are called nouns.

A noun is the name of a person, place, animal or thing. A common noun is the name of any 
person, place, animal or thing. For example: grandfather, newspaper, funnel, oil, kitchen, 
monkey cap, needle.

A proper noun is the name of a particular person, place, animal, thing, name of a day of 
the week, month of the year or festival. It starts with a capital letter. For example: Gulli, 
Grandpa, Mangal Chacha, Sunday, December, Diwali, Howrah Bridge, Delhi.

 March Ganga Bangladesh Hindi Jaipur Monday 
Narmada Urdu November Bhutan Nepal August 
Kanchenjunga India Baisakhi Shillong Onam Kannada 
Mount Everest Jhelum Lucknow Chennai Christmas Thursday

monkey cap
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	 J.	Complete	this	story	using	the	words	in	colour.
uncle	and	aunt grapes orchard river kites buffaloes road bag

bell comics bus	stop grandmother hand ticket bus seat

Tanmay and his grandmother live in Nashik. Nashik is famous for its _____________. 

Tanmay’s _____________ have a grape orchard. The _____________ is on the banks 

of the river Godavari. Tanmay is going to his uncle’s house.

 Tanmay loves these trips. He gets to play with his cousins, swim in the 

_____________, eat ripe fruit, ride on the back of _____________ and fly 

_____________. This year his uncle has promised to buy him a cycle with a loud, 

shiny _____________. He is very excited.

 Tanmay walks down the _____________ carrying a bright red rucksack on his 

back. There are clothes, _____________ and toys in the _____________. There are 

no kites though. Kites would get torn!  He is holding his grandmother’s __________. 

His grandmother will make sure he gets on the _____________. His aunt will pick 

him up at the tenth _____________. This is the first time Tanmay is going alone. 

 They reach the bus stop and wait for the bus to come. The bus soon arrives. 

Tanmay hugs his _____________ and then climbs into the bus. He finds an 

empty _____________ and waves to 

his grandmother. The bus begins to 

move. Tanmay keeps waving till his 

grandmother is a small dot. Then, he buys 

his _____________ and starts counting the 

stops till he reaches the tenth bus stop.

Let’s Write
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2

One day, sixteen-year-old Jadav Payeng was walking along the banks of the 

Brahmaputra. He reached a big, empty place with no trees. It was hot and dry. 

The sand was powdery and striped.

Striped sand? How could sand be striped? Jadav went closer. The ground 

was covered with snakes! The flood had brought them to the banks. 

The snakes did not hiss or move or try to bite Jadav. Poor snakes! They 

had died of the heat. If only they had some shade to lie in! If only this 

‘no-tree’ place had some trees in it, thought Jadav.

The dead snakes made him very sad. He wanted 

to do something so that no more animals would die 

like this. He ran back to his village and collected all 

Majuli in Assam is the largest river island in the world. It lies in the river Brahmaputra. The 
island is covered by the Molai forest. It was planted by Jadav Payeng, whose nickname is Molai. 
Jadav started planting trees on the island in 1979 and plants them to this day.

Jadav and the Tree Place

bank land on the side of a river

flood when a lot of water 
covers land that is usually dry, 
we say there is a flood

Vinayak Varma
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 D. Complete the sentences with the opposites of the words in brackets.

 1. _______________________ your bags. (pack)

 2. Your room is so _______________________! Clean it up. (tidy)

 3. My aunt catches _____________________ people. She is a police officer. (honest)

 4. The magician is an _______________________ man. (pleasant)

 5. I _______________________, Bheem. That is not the right thing to do. (agree)

 6. The river became grey and _______________________ as everyone threw 
garbage into it. (clean)

 7. The robbers _______________________ after the burglary. (appeared)

 8. My new shoes are _______________________. They bite! (comfortable)

 9. Do not _______________________ your elders. (obey)

Words in Use

The dead snakes made him very sad.

When Jadav saw the snakes, he sat down and cried happy tears.

I like sowing seeds in our garden.

I dislike going to the dentist.

Sad is the opposite of happy. Sometimes we add a letter or a few letters before a word to make 
its opposite. For example, unhappy is the opposite of happy and dislike is the opposite of like. 

Let us look at some more such examples.

pack unpack

load unload

clean unclean 

known unknown

tidy untidy

comfortable uncomfortable

obey disobey

honest dishonest

agree disagree

appear disappear

trust distrust

comfort discomfort
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Adjectives
First came the small birds, and then the large birds. 

As the plants grew, they spread new seeds.

When Jadav saw the snakes, he sat down and cried happy tears.

The words in colour are describing words. They tell us more about nouns. Describing words are 
called adjectives.

Grammar in Use

	E.	Underline	the	nouns.	Circle	the	adjectives.

 1. Only bamboos would grow in the hot sand.

 2. Jadav Payeng wants to bring back the dense forests.

 3. He put the new saplings in an old basket. 

 4. My aunt has long hair. She ties it with a red ribbon.

 5. The hungry tiger chased a deer. The deer hid in the tall grass. 

 6. Ramesh is wearing a black cap, yellow shirt, blue jeans and brown shoes.

Comparisons
It was hotter on the sand than in the shade.

The coconut trees are taller than the bamboo trees.

Elephants are the biggest animals in the Molai forest.

The hospital is the tallest building in our village.

The words in colour are adjectives.

When comparing things to show that one of them has more of the same quality than the 
other, add -er to the adjective. For example, taller, longer, brighter, faster, lighter.

When comparing more than two things to show that one of them has more of the same 
quality than all the others, add -est to the adjective. For example, tallest, longest.

When an adjective ends in -y, drop the -y and add -ier or -iest. For example, easier, happiest.

When an adjective ends in -e, add -r or -st. For example, wider, widest, closer, closest.

Sometimes when we add -er or -est, the last letter of the main word is repeated. 
For example, bigger, biggest, hotter, hottest, fatter, fattest, thinner, thinnest.
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	H.	Listen,	and	tick	the	correct	words.

An old / older man lives in a beautiful / most beautiful houseboat on the lake. His 

name is Salim. Salim takes his grandson, Shahid, to school in a tiny / big boat called a 

shikara. The school is a large / larger houseboat in one of the shallow / deeper parts 

of the lake. Shahid says that his shikara is the slowest / fastest. Hameeda says that her 

shikara is faster / slower and more beautiful / more dangerous than Shahid’s shikara. 

Both Shahid and Hameeda are monitors of the same class. Hameeda scores the 

highest / higher marks in all subjects. Shahid is the most powerful / slowest swimmer 

in the class. He can also dive deeper / deepest than the others in his class.

 I. Make a sentence with each of these words: table, pickle, socks, popcorn, stone, 
playground, flower, pineapple.	Use	two	or	more	words	from	the	above	table	in	each	
sentence. For example: This ribbon is smooth and shiny.

Listen and Learn

Read these sentences.

I like mixed fruit jam. It is sweet and sticky. It is bright red in colour.

I heard a buzzing sound coming from the window. A tiny bee was trying to go out. 

I like eating hot rice with spicy curry. I don’t like eating bitter vegetables.

The words in colour tell us how something tastes, smells, looks, sounds or feels. Let us look at 
more such examples.

Let’s Write

tastes smells looks sounds feels

salty fresh bright / shiny loud rough / smooth

sweet / sour stale torn / new quiet heavy / light

spicy sweet colourful noisy slippery

buttery stinky long / wide / large squeaky cold / hot

bitter minty tiny / small buzzing / hissing sticky
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3 The Worm

Many small animals live around us. Earthworms are small animals 
without arms or legs. They live in soil. We can find them under rocks or 
wet leaves. We also find them when we dig up the soil in our gardens so 
that we can sow seeds, plant saplings or put manure in the soil.

Warm Up

When the earth is turned in spring 

The worms are fat as anything.

And birds come flying all around 

To eat the worms right off the ground.

They like the worms just as much as I 

Like bread and milk and apple pie.

And once, when I was very young, 

I put a worm right on my tongue.

I didn’t like the taste a bit, 

And so I didn’t swallow it.

But oh, it makes my mother squirm 

Because she thinks I ate that worm!

Ralph Bergengren

earth is turned soil is dug up 

swallow to eat, but not chew
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Yusuf lived in a large house, which had a garden with many fruit trees. He 

would invite his friends to climb the trees and eat the mangoes, guavas, 

lychees and bananas. He and his sister, Huma, would often play hide-and-

seek with their cousins and friends in the garden, stairs and the many rooms 

in the house.

While running around the house, Yusuf and Huma found a locked room on 

the second floor. They were curious. Huma said, “No other room in our house 

is locked.”

Yusuf looked through the keyhole. He said, “This 

room has no windows. It’s dark inside.”

Huma had an idea, “Yusuf, let’s go to Dadi and 

ask for the key to this room.”

When they asked for the key, their grandmother 

refused. She said, “Stay away from that room. Go 

and play in the garden.”

After a few hours, Yusuf crept into his 

grandmother’s room. She was sleeping. Huma was 

sleeping next to her. Yusuf gently picked up the 

What are the three things you would ask for if 
you met a genie? Tell the class what you want 
and why. Your classmates will do the same.

Warm Up

I would ask for 
a…because…

I think I would 
ask for…

Yusuf and the Genie
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 H. Nitesh’s classmate Harmeet did not go to school. Nitesh calls up Harmeet. This is 
what they talk about.
Nitesh Hello, Harmeet. How are you? You were not in school today.

Harmeet	 I	am	fine	now.	I	had	a	stomach	ache.

Nitesh Oh! Did it hurt a lot? Did you go out for a meal?

Harmeet It hurt a lot. We didn’t go out. On Sunday, Mom cooked biryani. I ate a lot. By 
evening, my stomach began to hurt.

Nitesh What did you do then? Did you stay in bed?

Harmeet Mom asked me to stay in bed, but my cousins had come over. I went out to play 
with	them.	Then	we	had	a	little	chaat outside.

Nitesh What? No wonder your stomach hurt! Take rest, Harmeet. Hope to see you at 
school tomorrow.

	 	 Now,	talk	to	your	classmates	about	the	last	time	they	did	not	come	to	school.

Let’s Talk

When you write about something, you can put all your ideas together like this. This 
helps you answer the ‘wh’	questions	(who, what, when, where, why, how) about a topic.  
All	the	questions	might	not	apply	to	every	topic.

Let’s Write

Why?
My notebook 

was torn.

I haven’t 
brought my 

homework to 
school. 

When?
this morning

Where?
on my bed, at 

home

Who did it?
my dog

How?
My	brother	Jatin	was	playing	
with	our	dog	Pogo.	Jatin	saw	

my notebook and started 
to tease Pogo with it. Pogo 

caught it!

What did you do?
I	heard	Jatin	scream,	“Drop	
it,	Pogo.”	I	ran	to	the	room.	

Pogo had torn the notebook.
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There once lived a king who had a wise and clever minister called Chatur, who 

seemed to know everything. The king came to the conclusion that Chatur 

could read minds. Chatur protested that he couldn’t, that he only observed 

things, but the king refused to believe him and so they quarrelled. 

“Everyone says you can read minds and you won’t even show me how you 

do it,” the king said angrily.

“I truly cannot read minds, sire,” Chatur said quietly.

“I don’t believe what he says. I will trick him into 

Look at the picture. Find the things shown below.

To observe is to look carefully. If you can notice people and things around you exactly, you have 
powers of observation. This is a story about a person with great powers of observation.

Warm Up

The Wise Minister
Meera Uberoi

came to the conclusion started to believe

protest disagree

sire a word used to address a king
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