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A Naughty Little Comet
Ella Wheeler Wilcox

There was a little comet who lived near the Milky Way!
She loved to wander out at night and jump about and play.
The mother of the comet was a very good old star;
She used to scold her reckless child for venturing out too far.
She told her of the ogre, Sun, who loved on stars to sup,
And who asked no better pastime than gobbling comets up.
But instead of growing cautious and of showing proper fear,
The foolish little comet edged up nearer, and more near.
She switched her saucy tail along right where the Sun could see,
And flirted with old Mars, and was as bold as bold could be.
She laughed to scorn the quiet stars who never frisked about;
She said there was no fun in life unless you ventured out.
She liked to make the planets stare, and wished no better mirth
Than just to see the telescopes aimed at her from the Earth.
She wondered how so many stars could mope through nights and days,
And let the sickly faced old Moon get all the love and praise.
And as she talked and tossed her head and switched her shining trail,
The staid old mother star grew sad, her cheek grew wan and pale.
For she had lived there in the skies a million years or more,
And she had heard gay comets talk in just this way before.
And by and by there came an end to this gay comet’s fun.
She went a tiny bit too far—and vanished in the Sun!
No more she swings her shining trail before the whole world’s sight,
But quiet stars she laughed to scorn are twinkling every night.

A reckless person acts without
thinking or caring about the
consequence of an action.
ogre a man-eating giant
saucy cheeky
flirt deliberately expose oneself
to danger
frisk about move about playfully
mirth amusement
mope through nights and days
move through nights and days
listlessly because of boredom
staid dull and serious
wan pale and tired
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Let’s Write
How do you describe a place in a way that the reader can almost ‘see’ it? By using vivid details and
sensory words, you can bring the place to life. For example, read the description of a room.
My favourite place in the house is my room. This is where I can
relax and be myself. Though it is not very big, it is bright, sunny
and cheerful. The windows on the east open into a small balcony

Try to give a
picture of your
room.

overlooking a park. Thus, every morning, I am woken up by the
warm sunlight falling on my face and the sweet chirping of birds
in the trees. The walls are white, adding to the brightness of the
room. Every evening, the room is filled with the fragrance of
flowers and the sounds of birds returning home to their nests.
Inside, a smart and cosy bunk bed lies on one side, and next to

Details about
sights, sounds
and smell

it is a study table with a bulletin board in front of it. The closet
on the opposite wall has my clothes, while a large bookshelf gives
me ample space to keep my books, toys and games. I keep my
room spic and span, and you will never find clothes and things
lying about!
Finally, the most exciting part of my room is the ceiling, with
glow-in-the-dark stickers of planets and stars! Every night, I
look at the ‘stars’ and dream of travelling to space in my own

Details about
how you feel

spaceship!

L. Describe your house, giving interesting details. Talk about the different parts of the house
(rooms, terrace, kitchen, garden, rooftop, etc.) and what makes it comfortable and fun. You
could use these words and expressions.
big / small

comfortable

old-fashioned / modern
fun places

cosy

bright

airy

large windows / balcony

small garden / potted plants

My home is the best.

Home is where the heart is.
My home is my favourite place because …
There’s no place like home.
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Chaitra
online

So what? It really doesn’t matter how
many friends you have—it is the nature of our
friendship
that
matters.
And you have me now!
Do
you have
many
friends?
No! And I lost a few friends today.
So what? It really doesn’t matter how
manyChaitra
friends you have—it is the nature of our
online
friendship that matters. And you have me now!

Chaitra
online

Do you have many friends?

Where do you go to school?
Near your school.

No! And I lost a few friends today.

Chaitra
online

So what? It really doesn’t matter how
many friends you have—it is the nature of our
friendship that matters. And you have me now!

How do you know which school I go to?

Because it is near my school.
Near your school.

Chaitra

Where do you go to school?
That’s nice. Then we can meet.

How do you know which school I go to?
Yes! And we’ll be best friends forever. Bye!

online

Chaitra
online

Because it is near my school.

Do you have many friends?
Where do you go to school?
No! And I lost a few friends today.

That’s nice. Then we can meet.

The
next
morning, Shree looked for a school near hers.
But she couldn’t see one. It was a
Near your
school.
Chaitra
Yes! And
onlinewe’ll be best friends forever. Bye!

So what? It really doesn’t matter how

little
strange
that
sheis the
hadn’t
heard
of any other school nearby. On the other hand, Chaitra
many
friends you
have—it
nature of
our
How do you know which school I go to?
friendship that matters. And you have me now!

was nicer than all her other friends. She was Shree’sHello,
special
friend.
friend. How
are you today?
Because it is near my school.
I’m fine, I didn’t
eat my snack.
Shree felt uneasy. She didn’t even touch her favourite chilli-chicken noodles.
Akka

Chaitra

That’s nice. Then we can meet.

online
wondered
what was wrong. “Are you feeling unwell?”
Why?
Chaitra
online

Yes! And we’ll be best friends forever. Bye!

“Too much schoolwork,” lied Shree.

Hello, friend. How are you
today? I wanted to talk to you. So I
Because
finished tea quickly.

Where do you go to school?

I’m fine, I didn’t eat my snack.
“Then
go and finish your homework while I take Great.
a nap,”
said her aunt.
Now can you send me a selfie?
Near your school.
And
Why?give me your number so I can call you.

But Chaitra
Shree didn’t
her
homework.
Instead,
she started the computer, went online and
Howdo
do you
know
which school I go
to?
online
I don’t have a camera phone.

I wanted to talk to you. So I
waited for her new friend to join her. Soon she got a message fromBecause
Chaitra.
finished tea quickly.
Because it is near my school.
Hello, friend. How are you today?

Akka came into the room
just then. “What are you
doing,
Great.
Now canShree?”
you send me a selfie?
That’s nice. Then we can meet.

And give me your number so I can call you.

I’m fine, I didn’t eat my snack.

“IYes!
have
a new
Akka!”
And we’ll
be bestfriend,
friends forever.
Bye!

Chaitra

Why?

I don’t have a camera phone.

online

Because I wanted to talk to you. So I
finished tea quickly.

I’ll give you my old camera phone. Let’s meet on
Sunday. Then I will take your snap. And give you
my old phone.

Great. Now can you send me a selfie?
Chaitra
And online
give me your number so I can call you.

Chaitra

��

online

I don’t have a camera phone.
Hello, friend. How are you today?

Where shall we meet?

Come
themy
railway
station.phone. Let’s meet on
I’ll
givetoyou
old camera
Sunday. Then I will take your snap. And give you
my old phone.
What time?

��

I’m fine, I didn’t eat my snack.

Where shall we meet?
When the Bengaluru train reaches there.

Why?

Chaitra
online

Come to the railway station.

Because I wanted to talk to you. So I
finished tea quickly.
I’ll give you my old camera phone. Let’s meet on
Sunday.
Then
I will
your
And give you
Great.
Now
can
youtake
send
mesnap.
a selfie?
my
phone.
Andold
give
me your number so I can call you.

What time?

��

Chaitra

When
the Bengaluru train reaches there.
offline

shallphone.
we meet?
I don’t haveWhere
a camera

How old are you?

Come to the railway station.
I told you I’m thirteen, the same age as you.
What time?

Chaitra

online
When
the Bengaluru train reaches there.

I’ll give you my old camera phone. Let’s meet on
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Chaitra
offline

That is good. Best friends should be the
same age. Hey, the earrings in your profile
picture are so pretty!
How old are you?

Let’s Talk
K. You and your brother or sister have joined a school in a new city. Introduce yourself and your
sibling to your new friends. You may use these phrases.
Introduce yourself

Introduce your brother / sister

I’d like to introduce myself.
I’m … . (formal)
My name is … .
Hi / Hello, I’m … . (informal)
I’m … .

I’d like to introduce my sister … .
This is my younger brother … .
Here’s my brother / sister … .
I’m happy to introduce my brother / sister … .
Hi, this is my little brother / sister … .

How your friends could respond
Hello, I’m … . Nice to meet you. Welcome to our school.

So glad to meet you. I’m … .
Can I help you in any way?

Hi, I’m … . Hope we can have fun.

Pleased to meet you. Hope
you will like the school.

It’s a pleasure to meet you.

Let’s Write
The police will conduct a workshop on online safety in Shree’s school. Shree has prepared a notice
informing the students about it. She has included the required details.

Sarojini Naidu Girls’ High School, Katpadi

name of
organisation

NOTICE
22 July 2021

date

Be Safe Online: A Special Class on Online Safety for Students

suitable heading

Students of classes 9 and 10 are hereby informed that the Cybercrime Cell
of Katpadi Police will conduct a workshop on online safety. The focus will be
on the do’s and don’ts while surfing the Internet. The workshop will be held
on Saturday, 24 July, at 8.30 a.m. in the school auditorium.

body (who it is
for, date, time,
venue)

Thanushree K.

name, signature

Class 9 C

designation
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Let’s Write
It is Najju Paati’s birthday next week and Nila wants to give her a surprise. Read her diary entry in which
she writes about her plans.
27 April 2021
Dear Diary,
Najju Paati’s birthday is in May, but she deserves to get a card
every day. She’s awesome! Anyway, what do I do for her actual
birthday? I will definitely bake her a special banana sponge cake,

Jump into any part
of the day, event or
conversation.

which she’s so fond of. And it’s so easy, I’ll be able to make it
without too much help from Amma. I hope Shanky can help me
out, especially with the cleaning.
The last time I had tried to make cookies, the kitchen had
become such a mess! Amma had almost lost her cool, while
Najju Paati had laughed and laughed. But this is not all. The real

Include interesting
titbits and
memories.

surprise is this—Najju Paati’s portrait, which I’ve been trying
to make for the last few days. It’s a secret. I’m sure I will get it
right, now that I’ve watched so many videos on ‘How to make a
portrait in 5 minutes’. These 5-minute videos make everything
look as easy as making instant noodles.
I wonder what Shanky is up to. I had tried to ask him but
he didn’t seem to be in a jolly mood. He was doing a holiday

Include your
thoughts and
opinions.

You can move
to any topic.

project on ‘Five great women achievers’. Not his favourite topic!
Yours secretly,

You may coin your
own way of signing
off in your personal
diary!

Nila

K. Imagine you are Nila. Write a diary entry describing how you celebrated Najju Paati’s
birthday. Did the cake turn out well? Did Najju Paati enjoy the surprise? Here are some hints.
soft fluffy banana cake

forgot to add sugar

fun and laughter Shanky sang a song.

Paati’s brilliant idea — pour chocolate syrup

Najju Paati loved the portrait, but asked who it was!
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G

Grammar in Use

Adverbs of manner, time, place and frequency
As you already know, an adverb tells us how (adverb of manner), when (adverb of time), where (adverb of
place) and how often (adverb of frequency) an action takes place. Here are a few examples.
Nat sings well and speaks softly. (adverbs of manner)
I’m not doing this now. I will complete it tomorrow. (adverbs of time)
Come here. It’s very hot outside. We should stay indoors. (adverbs of place)
I used to jog daily, but now I rarely get any exercise. (adverbs of frequency)
Adverbs of

Examples

manner

sadly, secretly, eagerly, bravely, quietly, slowly, fast, well, hard, neatly, clearly

time

today, tomorrow, soon, later, early, on time, the next day, already, tonight

place

inside, everywhere, somewhere, up, down, nearby, there, east, elsewhere

frequency

often, sometimes, weekly, annually, always, usually, never, generally

E. Underline the adverbs and write them in a table as shown below.
I walk in the park daily. I always go early, so that it is not crowded. Usually, I walk briskly
and leave soon. Today, I got late. So, I found a lot of people walking inside the park. But I
saw more people standing outside. A vendor selling tea and pakoras was shouting loudly,
“Pakoras, hot pakoras!” He deftly poured tea into earthen cups before handing them to
customers waiting eagerly. The pakoras were neatly wrapped in brown paper before they
were served. I looked at the sizzling-hot pakoras hungrily and slowly walked towards the line.
I rarely eat street food, but today I couldn’t stop myself.
Adverbs of manner

Adverbs of time

Adverbs of place

Adverbs of frequency

Adverbs of degree
Read these sentences and notice the adverbs in colour.
The Jungle Book is an absolutely marvellous book. (tells us more about the adjective ‘marvellous’)
The school has started a completely new method of teaching. (more about the adjective ‘new’)
Ankita sang extremely well. (more about the adverb ‘well’)
Although she is an American, she speaks Hindi quite fluently. (more about the adverb ‘fluently’)
These dresses are a lot cheaper. (more about the comparative-degree adjective ‘cheaper’)
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Tarzan Is Born

An extract from Tarzan of the Apes, by Edgar Rice Burroughs

Tarzan of the Apes is the first in a series of 24 books about the hero Tarzan, written by American author
Edgar Rice Burroughs. At the beginning of the novel, a young English nobleman, John Clayton, formally
addressed as Lord Greystoke, and his wife, Alice Clayton, are marooned in a coastal jungle in Africa. This is
the story of what happened to them in the jungle.

Morning found them a little refreshed, and it was with a feeling of intense relief that they
saw the day dawn. As soon as they had made their meagre breakfast, Clayton began work
upon their house, for he realised that they could hope for no safety and no peace of mind
at night until four strong walls barred the jungle life from them.
The task was an arduous one and required the better part of a month, though he built but
one small room. Once the room was made, the building of a bed, chairs, table and shelves
was a relatively easy matter. By the end of the second month, they were well settled, and,
but for the constant dread of attack by wild beasts and the ever-growing loneliness, they
were not uncomfortable or unhappy.
At night great beasts snarled and roared near their tiny cabin, but they had
become so used to these noises that they paid little attention to them, sleeping
soundly the whole night through. Thrice had they caught fleeting glimpses of
great man-like figures, but never close enough
to know for certain whether the half-seen
forms were those of man or animal.
The colourful birds and the little monkeys
had gradually become used to their new
acquaintances. After their first fright had worn
off, they approached closer and closer.

meagre lacking in quantity
or quality
arduous difficult and tiring
the better part of most of
but for except for
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Spotlight
Spotlight 1
Homophones
As you know, words that sound the same but have different spellings and meanings are called homophones.

A. Tick () the correct homophone.
1. The dress needs minor / miner alterations.
2. The merchant went into the cellar / seller to fetch a bottle of wine.
3. We will need to altar / alter our plans based on the weather report.
4. Misha will choose / chews which role / roll she wants to play in the movie.
5. There is a faun / fawn with that doe / dough.
6. He is my knight / night in shining armour. We met in the maize / maze at the fate / fete.
Homographs
As you know, a word that is spelt the same as another but has a different meaning is called a homograph.
Homographs may be pronounced differently from each other.

B. Tick () the correct meaning of the word in colour.
1. Some day I will swim to the opposite bank of this river.
a. the side of a river
b. an organisation that keeps or lends money
2. They were sitting close to each other at the party.
a. near		
b. shut
3. My watch has stopped working.
a. a small clock worn on the wrist

b. to look carefully

4. Don’t be mean to anyone.
a. intend to convey or express (something)

b. unkind

5. Match the words with their meanings.
a. a sports event when people compete against each other
b. to find something similar or connected to another thing
6. Let’s go on a trip.
a. to fall because you hit your foot against something b. a journey to a place and back again
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H. Fill in the blanks with the right forms of the adjectives given in brackets.
1. Aunt Patsy gave Tim the ________________ of all the balloons hanging in the room. (big)
2. At fifteen, I’m ________________ than I was last year. But my mother is
the ________________ in the family. (wise)
3. This is the ________________ film I have ever watched. (funny)
4. I made a ________________ mistake last time (careless). This time, I will be
________________ than the last time. (careful)
5. Chetan is the ________________ player in our school team. (hard-working)
6. My house is quite ________________ from the school. Hena’s is ________________
down the road, while Dinu’s is the ________________ (far).

Listen and Learn
I. Listen to the audio and tick () the correct options.
1. Stories have always been written in books.



2. A fairy tale may or may not have a fairy.



3. A fairy tale generally begins with “Once upon a time … .”



4. A science-fiction story generally has a moral lesson at the end.



5. Elves, goblins and witches are found in fables.



6. Treasure Island is an adventure story.



7. A science-fiction story could feature ghosts and other supernatural elements.



Let’s Talk
J. Write the name of your favourite story on a piece of paper. Fold the paper and drop it into a
box that the teacher will pass along. The teacher will pick five students to narrate a story.

Let’s Write
The four pictures tell a story. Look at the pictures and read the story.
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The Sounds in the Evening
Eleanor Farjeon

The sounds in the evening
Go all through the house,
The click of the clock
And the pick of the mouse,
The footsteps of people
Upon the top floor,
The skirts of my mother
That brush by the door,
The crick in the boards,
And the creak of the chairs,
The fluttering murmurs
Outside on the stairs,
The ring of the bell,
The arrival of guests,
The laugh of my father
At one of his jests,
The clashing of dishes
As dinner goes in,
The babble of voices
That distance makes thin,
The mewing of cats
That seem just by my ear,
The hooting of owls
That can never seem near,
The queer little noises
That no one explains,
109

Compare
When you compare things, you examine them to see how similar or different they are.
D. Here is a comparison between the poems ‘The Spider’ and ‘The Spider and the Fly’.
Tick () the correct options to complete the comparison.
Similarities
1. Both poems are about young girls / spiders.
2. Both have characters talking / singing to each other.
3. In both, the characters have opposing / similar views.

Differences
1. THE SPIDER The mother insists that spiders are harmful / harmless.
The fly knows that no matter how much the spider
invites / shoos her, he wants to harm / help her.
THE SPIDER AND THE FLY

2. THE SPIDER The spider cannot speak as it is an insect. The mother / daughter
speaks for it.
THE SPIDER AND THE FLY

lure / put off the fly.

The spider can speak. With his words, he tries to

3. THE SPIDER The spider has reason to be afraid of / angry with the girl.
THE SPIDER AND THE FLY

The fly has reason to be afraid of / angry with the spider.

4. THE SPIDER The mother praises the spider’s home / parlour, a delicate web in the
tree. She also praises the spider’s cunning / patience.
THE SPIDER AND THE FLY

parlour / web.

The cunning / stupid spider tries to tempt the fly into its

E. Write a paragraph comparing the two poems. Use points from
the previous question. You could begin like this.
This is a comparison of two poems, ‘The Spider’, by Jane
Taylor, and ‘The Spider and the Fly’, by Mary Botham
Howitt. In ‘The Spider’…

You could use these words.
however

whereas

also

likewise

as well as

yet

similarly

on the contrary

F. Listen to the story of Robert the Bruce and a spider. Bruce, the king of Scotland, had a small
army and had lost six battles against the invading English army. While hiding in a cave from
the enemy, he learnt a lesson from a spider, which changed his life. Find out what it was.
136
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A Question of Grammar

An extract (adapted) from Just William, by Richmal Crompton

Characters William, Mr Brown (Father), Mrs Brown (Mother), Ethel, Robert, Miss Jones, Cook, William’s
classmates and friends

Scene 1
(It had been raining all morning. William was extremely bored.)
William What can I do?
Father (from behind his newspaper) Nothing!
William (following his mother into the kitchen) What can I do?
Mother Couldn’t you just sit quietly?
William That’s not doin’ anything. I could sit quietly all day, if I wanted to.
Mother But you never do.
William No, ’cause there wouldn’t be any sense in it, would there?
Mother Couldn’t you read or draw or something?
William No, that’s lessons. That’s not doin’ anything!
Mother I could teach you to knit if you like.
Scene 2
(William left his mother and went to the drawing room,
where his sister Ethel was knitting a jumper and talking to a friend.)
Ethel And I heard her say to him—.
(Ethel looked at William as he sat down. He glared at her.
She exchanged a glance of exasperation with her friend.)
Friend (sweetly) What are you doing, William?
William (scowling) Nothin’.
Ethel (sweetly) Shut the door after you
when you go out, won’t you, William?

exasperation great irritation
or annoyance
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